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It Is Our Obligation to Return Yaakov’s Image to the Kisei Hakavod
To Hasten the Building of the Third Beis HaMikdash

In this week’s parsha, Vaeschanan, we learn of Moshe’s prayers beseeching Hashem to allow him to
enter Eretz Yisroel:
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It is only fitting that we begin this week’s article with the words of the divine kabbalist Rabbi Nosen
Notah Shapirah, zy”a, whose yahrtzeit falls on this upcoming shabbos kodesh, the thirteenth of
menachem Av. He authored a sefer, the Megaleh Amukos, which elucidates the opening verse of
parshas Vaeschanan in two-hundred and fifty two different ways—equivalent to the numerical value
of the words ']”‘7 2”9, which are part of Hashem'’s response to Moshe’s heartfelt pleas. As the name of
the sefer implies, Megaleh Amukos, he reveals deep, heavenly insights contained (a) within the five
hundred and fifteen prayers formulated by Moshe—the numerical equivalent of Vaeschanan—
imploring Hashem to permit him to enter the promised land, and (b) in the Holy One’s response: 23”
ZATT 9272 MY KR 127 §oin 5x 95—“It is much for you! Do not continue to speak to me further
about this matter.”

Moshe Yearned to Build the Beis HaMikdash

In honor of the upcoming “Shabbos Nachamu,” on which we recite the prophet’s words of consolation
(Yeshayah 40,1): 7358 "mKR? My mma mnr—Comfort, comfort my people, says your G-d—we
have chosen to present the words of the Megaleh Amukos on Vaeschanan (#20). There, he reveals to
us that Moshe Rabeinu longed to enter the land so that he, himself, would build the Beis HaMikdash.

This is the meaning of his plea: 7IpPTAM 71 N1 7912 DX 772y Nx MRS M5 R DPoHR 17—
My Lord, Hashem, You had begun to show Your servant Your greatness and Your strong hand. The first
letters of the words mX 'S m5n’i n’X spell out the word 5”f1k—alluding to the “Tent of Meeting,”
the mishkan, that served as the sanctuary, moving from place to place, as the people journeyed
through the desert. In other words, Moshe asserts that by commanding him to construct the mishkan,
the Tabernacle in the desert--to serve as a dwelling place for His Presence—You began revealing to me
Your greatness and Your strong hand.

Now, that the appropriate time has arrived to build the permanent Beis HaMikdash in Yerushalayim:
”'[1!:‘7:'!1 AT 21D AT 7T Ay AWK TV YAINT DR ORINYT N mMayNX”—Please allow me to
cross over and see the good land that lies on the other side of the Jordan river, this good mountain and
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the Lebanon. Rashi clarifies that “this good mountain” refers to Yerushalayim and “the Lebanon” refers
to the Beis HaMikdash. To which the Holy One responds: ”f11 7272 My 9K 7237 oin 59X 95 297 —It
is much for you! Do not continue to speak to me further about this matter. This can be understood in
light of what we have learned in the Gemorah (Sotah 9.):
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We see that the handiwork crafted by Moshe and Dovid were protected and immune to the enemies of
Yisroel. In fact, when the first Beis HaMikdash was built, the elements of the “Tent of Meeting” were
hidden—its beams, its hooKks, its bars, its pillars and its sockets.

It is known that when the first Beis HaMikdash was destroyed, the Holy One visited His wrath upon
the sticks and stones of the physical structure in order to spare Yisroel from annihilation. This is
taught in the Midrash which we mentioned last week (Eichah Rabbah 4,14) on the possuk (Tehillim
79,1):
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Why is this psalm referred to as a hymn or joyous song, rather than a lament or dirge? They said to
Assaf: “The Holy One destroyed the Temple and the sanctuary and you are sitting around and
composing songs?” Assaf replied: “I am rejoicing that the Holy One poured out His wrath upon wooden
sticks and stones rather than upon Yisroel.”

According to this, it turns out that had Moshe Rabeinu, indeed, entered the land and built the Beis
HaMikdash, Hashem would not have had the option of visiting His wrath upon the sticks and stones of
the physical structure--seeing as Moshe’s handiwork was impervious to our enemies’ hands. This, in
fact, is implied in Hashem’s response to Moshe’s entreaties: ”7% 27”—yours is too great—you and your
handiwork are beyond the reach and control of Yisroel's enemies; therefore, you may not cross the
Jordan river to build the Beis HaMikdash; this will prevent the Holy One, chas v’shalom, from visiting
His wrath upon Yisroel.

“He Cast Down from Heaven to Earth the Glory of Yisroel”

[t seems that we can expand upon the Megaleh Amukos’s explanation of Hashem'’s response to Moshe:
IIT 7272 Y 19K 727 §oIn HX 15 277, based on our blessed sages’ teaching that we discussed at
length last week. Elucidating the possuk in megillas Eichah (2,1), our sages taught in the Midrash
(Eichah Rabbah 2,2):
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It is analogous to the inhabitants of a kingdom who made a crown for the king; they kept provoking
and angering the king and, yet, he tolerated them; finally, the king said to them that seeing as he
tolerates their provocations only because of the crown they fashioned on his behalf, “here is your gift
tossed back in your faces”; so, too, did the Holy One say to Yisroel, “I only tolerate your provocations
due to the glorious image of Yaakov that is engraved upon my Throne, here it is tossed back in your
faces,” as it is written: “He cast down from heaven to earth the glory of Yisroel.”

We can only sit in utter amazement, wondering what would prompt HaKadosh Baruch Hu (HKBH) to
cast down Yaakov’s image, engraved on the Throne of Glory, from heaven to earth. In last week’s piece,
we explained, based on the Midrash Tanchuma (Vayakhel 7), that HKBH sits on His Throne of Glory in
the Holy of Holies above which is oriented opposite the Holy of Holies below:

J1 wpn ‘i nbyd nawh Pon (10 Mnw) R abyn Sw masn Xoad PARD Twyn Kt oanane
"mRIw A%yn SwoMasm XDD TAID MO PR LR 5w wIpnt nna T mon abyn bYw wipnw
ST 113 A wIpn YT nHYD ML IWTPR DIpn T Dpn ANRIY,IWRIA D1IR TIA0 KD (27 T TRY)

T1207 KD TA13 Ton K5X Non Mpn bx

“The Ark is treasured like the heavenly Throne of Glory, .. ., the heavenly Temple is aligned opposite
the earthly Temple, and the Ark is aligned opposite the heavenly Throne of Glory, and where is the
place of our Temple?. .. aligned opposite the Throne of Glory.”

This provides us with an appreciation of the fact that the earthly Bais HaMikdash derives its sanctity
and kedushah from the heavenly Beis HaMikdash—from the image of Yaakov, the source of all Jewish
neshomehs, engraved on the Throne of Glory—which is aligned opposite the Bais Hamikdash on earth.
Therefore, at the time of the destruction of the Bais HaMikdash, the Holy One cast down the
splendorous image of Yaakov. Only in this manner, was it possible to lay ruin to the Bais HaMikdash
below and for HKBH to visit His wrath on the physical structure, in order to spare Yisroel from
obliteration.

“If Hashem Will not Build the House
then Its Builders Will Have Labored in Vain”

As it is the nature of Torah to be elucidated in seventy different ways, let us now approach this
phenomenon—Hashem'’s casting the splendorous image of Yaakov down from heaven to earth at the
time of the destruction of the Bais HaMikdash—from a different angle. We shall begin by introducing
the brilliant words of the Yismach Moshe (Tetzaveh) expounding on the possuk (Tehillim 127,1): DX~
/12 1112 151y XKW N3 1131 K5 /1—If Hashem will not build the house, the builders will have labored
in vain. First, it is important to note that the word ”112y”—he will build—appears in the future tense;
whereas, later in the possuk, the word "19ny”—they labored—appears in the past tense. The following
are the extraordinary words of the Yismach Moshe:
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He explains: We need to address the question that troubled our predecessors. Were the first two
Temples that were destroyed totally for naught, chas v’challilah, or did they serve some unknown
purpose? The matter can be understood based on the following parable. A man plants seed for an
exotic tree; once it blossoms and begins to bear fruit, he uproots the tree. In its place, he plants seed
for a second tree; once again, he waits until it bears fruit and then uproots it, as well. Now, he acquires
seed for a tree of indescribable quality and beauty. This time, he plants it and cares for it so that it will
last forever. During the uprooting of the first two, beautiful, seemingly healthy trees, observers could
not comprehend what this fellow was up to nor what his reasoning might be.

The fellow, himself, explained to them that all of his actions were founded on a sound, well thought out
plan. Even the first two trees and their uprooting were ultimately for the sake of the survival and long-
term existence of the third tree. The land, however, was not initially suited to sustain a tree of that
nature and quality. Therefore, a gradual process needed to be employed, preparing the ground for its
ultimate purpose. Once the soil achieved the richness and quality necessary to sustain a tree that could
endure forever, the third tree was planted—the tree that was intended from the very start.

In a similar fashion, the Almighty intended all along to build the third Beis HaMikdash in its
indescribable brilliance and splendor, swiftly in our days. Knowing, in His infinite Wisdom, that this
physical, material world, could not, initially, sustain such a spiritual, holy structure, it was necessary to
institute a gradual process involving the first two Basei HaMikdash. Thanks to their existence and the
holy service that took place on their grounds over hundreds of years, the land acquired the spiritual
potential and quality necessary to sustain and house the sanctity of the third Beis HaMikdash—the
handiwork of the Creator, a Bayis that will outshine its predecessors and endure forever.

This, then, is the meaning of Dovid HaMelech’s words: 712 11112 190y Xw nn maar XS 0 ox7—If
Hashem will not build the house, the builders will have labored in vain. The fact that we have
witnessed the building and the destruction of two Temples is a source of hope and eager anticipation
for those awaiting His salvation. If not for His divine plan to build in their place a third Bayis, more
magnificent than the first two, why did Hashem bother building and destroying the first two. It would
be heresy to suggest that His endeavors are for naught or that they serve no purpose. Certainly, all that
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has transpired has been in preparation for the anticipated third Beis HaMikdash, which shall be built
shortly.

“Hashem Resolved to Destroy the Wall
of the Daughter of Zion He Stretched Out the Line”

Come and see how beautifully the words of the Yismach Moshe help us understand what the great
Alshich wrote in Devarim Nechumim on megillas Eichah, regarding the possuk (Eichah 2,8): ’it awn”
”1p 1Ll TP¥ N2 NN nnwnY—Hashem resolved to destroy the wall of the daughter of Zion, He
stretched out the line. The Alshich points out that the phrase "1p nv1”—stretched out the line—seems
out of context here. After all, one stretches out the measuring stick, measuring lengths and widths,
while designing and planning to build. This possuk, on the other hand, is discussing the destruction of
the Beis HaMikdash.

He explains that prior to destroying the Beis HaMikdash, the Holy One was already taking
measurements for the third Beis HaMikdash. He draws the following wonderful analogy:
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The situation is analogous to a king who has a son, whom he loves dearly. He builds the son a spacious,
elegant house which he enjoys spending time in with his son. As time passes, the son angers and
betrays his father and is deserving of the death penalty. Out of compassion for his son, he chooses to
take out his vengeance on the lovely dwelling rather than on his beloved son. He allows bandits to loot
and pillage the home while his anger subsides.

The king realizes, however, that this solution is somewhat problematic. For, he is allowing his sons’
enemies to prevail and rule over his son’s house. So, prior to allowing these enemies to prevail, he
resolves to rebuild his son’s house in the future on a significantly grander and more magnificent scale.
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To confirm this resolve, he sets out to measure the dimensions of this future dwelling which will be
more expansive and exquisite than the first.

This is similar to what transpired between the Almighty and His children. He had the Beis HaMikdash
built for His beloved son. Due to His son’s transgressions, the son deserved extinction. Out of
compassion, He visited his vengeance upon the Beis HaMikdash, allowing enemies to burn down the
structure; however, it was clearly disrespectful and an affront to the Almighty to allow goyim to
parade around and rejoice in His, holy sanctuary. So, He commanded the prophet Yechezkel
(Yechezkel 40,5) to take out the measuring stick, and to begin measuring out the dimensions of the
future Beis HaMikdash—which we should merit swiftly, in our days—an edifice larger and grander
than its predecessors.

This resolve to rebuild the Beis HaMikdash on a more majestic scale, consoled the Almighty with
regard to the insult of having enemies dancing in His house; and this is the meaning of the possuk:
“1p L1 ¥ N2 NIt nnwab ‘i awn”—whilst Hashem resolved to destroy the structure of the
existing Beis HaMikdash, He already had the measuring stick out, as it were, measuring and designing
the third Beis HaMikdash.

Combining the illuminating words of the Alshich with those of the Yismach Moshe, the possuk: awn”
719 b1 7Y Na nmin nnwab n, takes on an added dimension. Not only did He take out the
measuring stick in order to mitigate the disrespect and insult of having His Sanctuary desecrated, but
it was a demonstration for all to see that the true purpose of the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash
was as a necessary step preparing this world for the third Beis HaMikdash to be built in the very near
future.

The Third Beis HaMikdash Is in the Merit of Yaakov

Following this path, we can shed light on this act of Hashem’s at the time of the destruction of the
Temple: 58w NIRBN YIR DMWn 5w’ —casting down to earth the majestic image of Yaakov
from the Throne of Glory. It is well-known that the third Beis HaMikdash will be built in the merit of
Yaakov Ovinu as we have learned in the Gemorah (Pesachim 88.):
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The possuk in Yeshayah prophesies that, in the future, the nations of the world will go up to the house
of the G-d of Yaakov—a clear statement that the future Beis HaMikdash is affiliated with Yaakov Ovinu.
As shown above, the mishkan and the first two Basei HaMikdash were only preliminary steps toward
the ultimate purpose of establishing and building the third Beis HaMikdash. Seeing as the world was
not ready, initially, for that level of kedushah, the preparations were made via these earlier structures.
We can see that the source of the kedushah for all of these structures emanates from Yaakov—in
whose merit the ultimate bayis and purpose will be realized.

So, what did Hashem do at the time of the “churban”? He cast down from heaven to earth the majestic
image of Yaakov that was engraved on the Throne of Glory. In so doing, Hashem was responding to
those who were astonished that He would allow the enemies of Yisroel to destroy the Beis HaMikdash,
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and in particular the Holy of Holies, the holiest place on earth. This action demonstrated that the
destruction of the first and second Basei HaMikdash constituted a divine act of kindness; He was
preparing the world to receive and accommodate the third Beis HaMikdash—the bayis that would be
built in the merit of Yaakov.

All Miracles Must Be Preceded by a Symbolic Action

Let us embellish this idea based on an important principle taught by the Ramban in parshas Lech
Lecha (Bereishis 12,6). He states that a symbolic action must first be performed down below in order
DO to generate the miracle from above. The Seforno advances a similar concept (Bamidbar 20,8):
NN O3 YN e 112 ,ANNN NITMONR AYan MK NRTpn oy Ty Mm by Hham SN AWy
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It is known that the third Beis HaMikdash will come down from heaven fully built and in its full
grandeur. This is taught by Rashi and by Tosafos (Succah 41.): "1 ,pb¥n NRW TNYT wIpn”
T N0 T WIpNR MMRAY Dwn KA b K 55anwm—proof is brought from the possuk in
parshas Beshalach (Shemos 15,17) stating the Hashem’s Sanctuary will be prepared by His own hands.
Therefore, even before the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash, the Holy One cast down from heaven to
earth the majestic image of Yaakov as a symbolic gesture paving the way for the third Beis
HaMikdash—a structure that will be built in Yaakov’'s merit and will also come down from heaven to
earth in its full glory and majesty.

This also explains why the Holy One was not agreeable to Moshe Rabeinu’s supplication to be allowed
to enter the land and build the Beis HaMikdash. Based on what we have learned, Moshe’s handiwork
was immune and invulnerable to the destructive forces of Yisroel’s enemies. If he would have built the
Beis HaMikdash, it would have been built, perforce, with the inherent kedushah of the third Beis
HaMikdash—to endure forevermore.

We have explained, however, that the world cannot accommodate that immense level of kedushah
arriving all at once. As we have witnessed, it was necessary to build a first Beis HaMikdash and then a
second, which were destroyed, to adequately prepare the world to receive the kedushah of the third
Beis HaMikdash. This was conveyed to Moshe by HaKadosh Baruch Hu'’s response: ”7% 27" —your level
of kedushah is too great; the enemies of Yisroel will have no power over your handiwork. Therefore:
I 7272 T 15K 127 §oIn BR”—please, do not persist with your entreaties concerning this matter.

Let us conclude with an idea presented last week from the sefer Ben Ish Chayil, written by the holy
Rabbi Yosef Chaim of Baghdad, zts”l. The Gemorah states (Yoma 86.): K©3 1y nyanw manwn adr”
7PP9R 1 Ty SRAWY 1w nNRIw a5 —the power of teshuvah is so great that its effects reach all
the way to the Throne of Glory, as it says, “Return Yisroel to Hashem, your G-d.” We also know that the
future and final redemption is contingent on teshuvah (ibid.): .”fT91RaT NX N2PRW MWD AT --
the power of teshuvah is so great that it hastens the redemption.

We find, therefore, that by means of teshuvah, we can restore the image of Yaakov to its rightful place
on the Throne of Glory. This is implied in the sages’ statement: NP3 1V nyaxaw awn ab”
»1ann—the effect of teshuvah reaches the Throne of Glory by restoring the image of Yaakov to the
Throne. The proof of this cause and effect relationship is found in the possuk cited: *5xw? manw”—
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return the splendor of Yisroel, the glorious image of Yaakov (who is also known as Yisroel)-- "1 7y~
"poR—back to the Throne of Glory, where it was before the Holy One cast it down to earth. It seems
quite clear that it is our obligation to restore the image of Yaakov to the Throne of Glory above by
means of sincere, wholehearted teshuvah that will hasten the arrival of the redemption, swiftly, in our
times, Amen.



